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By Parvathy Ramachandran

t is said marriages are made
in heaven, but preparing for
the wedding may not be all
heaven for the familics of the
bride and the groom, A typi-
cal big fat Indiun wedding is not just
a costly affair. It is also a lavish and
gtress-filled show, involving time,

{ money and energy. Loads of dreams

and detailing go inro the day-long, or
week-long, affair. No wonder, fami-
lies of the bride and the groom look
heckled and anxious in the run-up to
that big day.

Remember J Lo in the film The
Wedding Planner, Vijay Raaza in
Monsoon Wedding and Rati Agnihotri
in Hum Tum? They played wedding
consultants in reel life. In real life,
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Draam big: The Mizam's Palace (n
Hyderabad is an Ideal setting; (left) the
decoreted banguet hall of Fisherman's
Cove. in Chennal

wedding planners in Chennai are
into this job, with their innovative
ideas and expertize in planning and
arganising weddings

~ The experts come in handy with
their ideas for designing and print-
ing of invitations to booking exciting
honeymoon packages. “Brides today
are clear about what they want,” says
Rekha Rangaral, who, along with her
partner Vidya Singh. runs Sumyog, a
wedding consultancy. “They tell us
how they want the wedding to be,
and we execute their ideas to perfec-
tion. Sometimes, the families of the
bride and the groom have just a faint
idea. So we suggest ideas to them,

Our suggestions and their decisions
help us go to the next step;” she SAVH.
The flowers for decorating the walls,
the reception chairs, STAEE ACCessn-
ries, colour of the bridal trousseau,
sweets in the menu and the like are
decided after talking to the families
of the bride and the groom,

Be it a barnat with horse-drawn
curriages, or carrying the groom
in 2 palanquin with accompanying
musi¢, they would organise them,
If you prefer to wear a Mysore peta
(turbans worn by those in Mysore
and Kodagu), or want your wedding
in a Rajput haveli. they help you with
it. They help you make what your
friends may have called your ‘wildest
imagination'—like getting married
on a breezy island, with not fust vour
familics around, but also the stars
#nd moon above—a reality. Even hav-
ing a nukkad natak (street theatre) to
make your reception a cultural eve-
ning: or 2 Las Vegas-stvle casino ser-
ring; avintae villa for mehndf: awed-
ding inside the remains of a fort: or
4 Poruwa-Sri Lankan stvle reception
followed by a poolside dinner with
filmi gaana or Goan music, noed not
be far-ferched dreams AnYmore.

“l once arranged o wedding Teception
atop the Nandi Hills in Karnataka,”
sa¥s Ram Sridhar, who runs Indig
Weds. An ex-L&T emplovee, Sridhar,
who was fascinated by events, i
his lucrative jobro pursue his dreams.
“The next step was wedding coordi-
nation,” he says.

“Planning and executing wed-
dings involve a lot of hard work and
stress. Bur we enjoy every moment of
our work, and get excited when we
see our concepts taking shape, par-
ticularly the sets” says Vidsa Singh
They also arrange for DJs or dandia,
if the client so desires. There would
be hostesses to greet guests and for
giving away the thamboolam bags.
Sumyog's speciality is the Thai gur-
lands, which the customers have

always found to be unique and atrrac- ;

tive. “We will be more than Rappy to

arrange just the decorations or the

thamboolam bags” says Rekha.

They tﬂke.;am ﬁfj
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Rekha, Vidya and Sridhar had 5 '




Brides tell us how
they want the
wedding to be, and
we execute their
ideas to perfection.

REEHA RANGARAS, SUMYDG

switched over to wedding coordi-
nation from evenl managoment.
Jaimahee Javaraman came from
humble beginnings, First, a police
head constable and then a coconut
vendor, he slowly but surely climbed
the stairs of success after establish-
ing Jaimahee Marriage Services in
1990, “We do not fix the marriage
halls. We leave it to the customer and
take care of everything else” he says.
iis efforts to establish himself as a
wedding planner when the concept
was unknown in south India have
paid rich dividends. He has arranged
weddings in the families of celebri-
res like singer AV, Kamanan, writ-
er Anuradha Ramanan and artiste
Jairam.

Interestingly, Sumveg and
Jaimahee Wedding Services are not
stuck on budgets. “We will work with
any budget,” says Vidya. Jayaraman
says that budget has never been a
constraint—he organises weddings
even for a budget of Rs 50,000,

Ram Sridhar, however, feels that
it is safer to take up weddings with a
budget of more than Rs 10 lakh. “My
fee would be 15 per cent of the total
cost,” he says.

The planners do not stop with
coordinating or, as Rekha puts it,
‘orchestrating’ weddings, Ther are
more than willing to take up 60th
birthdays and wedding anniversa-
ries too; these oceasions have a lot of
importance in the Indian milieu,

The consultant’s job also brings
with it immense sartisfaction. Sums
up Rekha: “We become part of our
clients' families after gettinginvolved
in the occasion. Some of them gift us
saris and trentus with greataffection.
This is the most rewarding aspect of
our work"” il

Sons of the mulk?

HYDERABAD: A recent round-

table of Telangana organisations

demanded revival of mufki (locals)
rules. Thevfeelthesix-pointformula
evolved in the wake of agitations for
‘a separate Telangana and Andhrain
the 705 has not helped. The malk:
rules—which came into foice by
a firman (order) of the Nizam in
Hyderabad in 1919 debarred non-
muikis from being appointed to any

service without the sanction’ ofthi :
Nizam, Mulkin Urdu meummatmn s

Therevival demand r:tm'l E5ata t:me

when leaders across the world are

looking ahead to strengthen the

economic hase of their respéctive .

regions so that globalisation does
not affect the underprivileged. Are
the Telangana leaders seelking a
return to Thuglagian ideas? -

I.eglslaliu blslness

HYDERABAD:! The Oppodition
Telugu Besam Farty recently found
a novel way to protest against the
rigein vege_‘.;nhle prices, The party's
women legislators plaved che role

of vegerable vendors at a make-

shift shop on the A b»mbly pre-

ses; while other TDP legslators
plaved the part of customers. The -
prices were: displayed pmmmently i

0 highlight the Congress guvern-
ment’s failure to control price rise.
* However, the drama did not Tast

long Marshals removed the shops

on thedirection of the Speaker KR, -
Suiresh Reddy: TDP legislators said
‘the price rise had hit the common

mun hard; and trashed the govern-

- ment's claim thit prices were under
eontrol at rythu bazaprs {govern-

ment-run vegetihle s markets’, Now,
whois 15 leftgreen faced—the gmfrm
ment or the TDP? .

Reel-thrifty uallst

THRISSUR: \Iumh"\mr ﬂ]E 'mun,g_'
Flm-maker from Kerala who has
hecome a famume of the Cannes &

Film Festival over the last 10 vears,

_ like . dream come true. A delight-
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i3 singing paeans (o thE stare gﬂ*.'ern—' -
inent schools i in rural areas, fn Unm.
all about ﬁ"i’emﬁ an Indo‘French
production, he eaprures the lives
of o few school friends and their
teachers during an academic vear.
The: Iugitly realistic film wis shot at
Anandapiiraim, Murali's own village
.mThn'zsurdlstm_t withthe decrepil
government lower pnm&rf schoolag |
the main locale, The east: compris- I
ing students of the same school and |

o St F e =i,

- the w!lngars. gives the filin an nddcd [

tmir:h of reailsm, and also secms - |
h;m: cut down Costs. ‘Thar made ’
aﬁund ﬂmz-enael g A |
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CHENNAJ: When squash champ:
Dipika Pallikal partnered commen-
tator Eha:u ‘Sharma o play tennjs
against fi film star Trisha and tenms_f
ace Mihesh Bhuparhi, it was indeed
- ‘milxed’ doubles match. The four-
‘some played an exhibition match on
the Mahabalipuram beach, ad]_ﬂl_n--
ing the ITC Fortune Chariot Beach
‘Resort It was a preclude to the WTA
_Toutnament Sunfeast ﬂpan 2007 to
be held Inter thigyear, 00

" Predictably, the TrlEhﬂ-MﬂhEﬁ‘h_'
-;mmhmn beat Dipika-and Charu-
Said Trisha: “1 have always Cﬂjﬂ}'ﬂd
tennis, and pla}'mg with Mahesh is

id Daplka said, “1 am not niuch of il

tennis player, but bﬂ]‘lﬁ.’ﬂllﬂ'lﬂ same’

court as, Mal‘mﬁh mas A memurabie
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